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BRIEFING PAPER, FOR THE PRESIDENT'S NEWS CONFERENCE 

May 9, 1962 
FAR EAST 

Subject: Laos (Revised Version) 


Question: Mr. President, what are we doing about the situation in Laos? 

CURRENT SITUATION RF.PfVRT- 

Muong Sing fell to communist forces on May 3. its airstrip 
had been important to Royal Lao Army in supplying and reinforcincr 
(against U. S. advice), the garrison of Nam Tha. ? 

Then Communist forces proceeded from Muong Sing and from 
east, placed Nam Tha in well-executed pincer, subjected it to 
heavy artillery bombardment, and took it on May 6 by well- 
coordinated infantry attack. 

The twelve U. S. military advisers in Nam Tha were evacuated 

sa fely. They reported Royal Lao Army fought creditably, 
but had failed to take our advice on deployment of forces and thus 
exposed themselves to be overrun. 

Elem sits of 6—8 Royal Lao battalions then began orderly 
planned withdrawal southwestward toward Ban Housi Sai, on Thai 
border. Air reconnaissance confirms they being pursued by co mm u nis t 
forces who seem to be determined to- press their advantage. 


U. S. has no hard evidence that Chinese Communist forces 
participated in attacks despite claims to that effect by Vientiane 
spokesman. 


U. S. Department of State spokesman on May 6 termed seizure 
Nam Tha a violation of the cease-fire. 


On May 7 British Foreign Office spokesman called attack a 
serious violation. 

US -UK consultations were undertaken immediately upon receipt 

of news of attack. UK now approaching USSR, which is Co-Chairman 
of Geneva, with view toward reinstituting x:ease-fire by ICC and, 

hopefully, bringing about withdrawal communist forces to previous 
positions . 
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princiS^Se^ff ^ mi ^ tar7 action comes at time when most Lao 
Sfrori fn *f so * 0 * r r> neutralist Prince Souvanna Phouma 
in Europe for medical treatment and a family wedding- Prince 

^frie^T T d General Phoumi Nosavan are continuing Seir visits 

InS i o 7 rea L COUntries hoping for moral and material support- 

fomewhptp ^ S r g M0S i° W and Prague >’ Red Prince Souphanouvong 
. . m Laos, probably Sam Neua. Above separation’ of 

haS ? U 5 rSSUlt ° f making consultations more difficult and 
of enabling each to avoid accepting responsibility for militarv arttvitTr 
Souvanna Phouma reported as sajLj attack wTmade a^St Ms S^ies. 

n es P e cially concerned over resurgence this militarv 

seemed at ? me ? en ^neral Phoumi Nosavan 

• to ^ o be backuig t *2*7 from Ms rigid Position against efforts 
to form a government of national union under Souvanna Phouma's 

? Neverthele ss, General Phoumi 's failure to negotiate 

good faith is responsible in large measure for the current situation. 

howPvS^J 1, POliC7 ob J' ectives remain same. Reassessment, 

n J be neCeSSary ^ out come of talks between UK and USSR 
fruitless or if communist aide grossly ascelates its push. 

SUGGESTED POINT S IN THE PRESIDENT'S REPLY ; 

a ,, 0 , 1 ‘ J^newal of military activity, initially centered on 
of&e cea^ffTre ? ^ ^ ^ iS clearly a serious violation 

, 1WT , 2 - U * S * ba f. consulted with UK Co-Chairman. British have 
ged the reestablish!® nt of the cease fire and ICC action to 
ascertain the facts. Ambassador Thompson has also seen Foreign 

bfwflS 1, ^ romykoalong these same iines- The Soviet Ambassador 
“J^ ashj f ( ? on bas been called m by the Department of State, to 
see the Acting Secretary and Governor Harriman. There has not 

been time to receive a considered reaction from the Soviet Union. 

,, 3 * ^cently there have been encouraging indications that 

the RLG was prepared to take our advice and that of the other free 
countries at Geneva to negotiate seriously for the formation of 
a government of national union. 

4. At this stage, such depends on what the Soviet Union 
does, and whether they will reaffirm by words and action their 
understanding with us regarding an independent and neuSal Sos. 


Concurrences: FE - Gov. Harriman (draft) 

Mr. Rice (draft) 


SEA - Mr. Koren(draft) 
Mr. Cross (draft) 
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